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SUBJECT: Public Records/ State Agency Reports and Studies Avail able on the |Internet

SUMVARY

This bill would require any state agency that maintains, or causes to be

mai ntai ned, an Internet site to list onits site all reports and studies
initiated and prepared by that agency. The required listing shall include, but

is not limted to, opinion polls, surveys and research projects. The list of
reports and studies shall be continually updated no nore than 10 days after

conpl etion of a report or study. The agency also shall list any pending reports
or studies that it has initiated and list those pending reports or studies on the
site no nore than 10 days after the initiation of the report or study.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This bill would beconme effective January 1, 2001.

PROGRAM HI STORY

In March of 1995, CGovernor WIson i ssued an executive order requiring all state
agencies to provide public information on the Internet. The California
Governnment web site was established allowi ng agencies to conply with the
executive order and provide agency information on the California Government web
site without having to develop a independent web site of their own. The
Franchi se Tax Board (FTB) was the first departnent to conply with the order by
provi ding general information and forns on the Internet.

FTB has established its own web site to help taxpayers find the information they
need regarding i ncome and franchi se taxes. A page on the FTB' s web site contains
the full text of various reports produced by the departnment, including the Annua
Report and Strategic Plan, information on Board hearings, news rel eases and ot her
public report and study information. All l|egislative analyses also are posted on
the web site.

SPECI FI C FI NDI NGS

Under current state law, the Franchise Tax Board is required to produce a variety
of reports. These include reports describing annual changes to the Interna
Revenue Code, the Taxpayer Bill of Rights annual report, Limted Liability
Conmpany Fee Adjustnent Cal cul ation Study, and other |egislatively mandated
reports.
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Current state law requires the Legislative Counsel to prepare and publish a
quarterly report of all reports that state and | ocal agencies are required or
requested by law to prepare and file with the Governor or the Legislature. This
report is currently available on the Internet.

This bill would require any agency that establishes and mai ntai ns an | nternet
site to list on that site all reports and studies initiated and prepared by that
state agency. The listing would include, but not be limted to, opinion polls,
surveys, and research projects.

This bill would require that the |ist be updated continuously with every
conpleted report or study no nore than 10 days after it is conpleted. The agency
al so shall |ist any pending reports and studies no nore than 10 days after such

report or study has been initiated.

This bill would provide that the reports and studies that are to be listed are
those that are subject to disclosure to the public.

| MPLEMENTATI ON CONSI DERATI ONS

The departnent prepares a variety of unofficial working docunents intended for
internal use. Clarifying the definition of “all reports and studies” to nean

only those reports and studies that are required to be released to the public

woul d assist the inplenentation of the bill. Wthout this clarification, the

bill could be interpreted to require all working docunments to be posted on the
departnent’s web site.

Since the departnent already provides the full text of public reports subject to
di sclosure on its web site, adding a list of reports in preparation would not
significantly inpact the departnent.

FI SCAL | MPACT

Departnmental Costs

This bill would not significantly inpact the departnent’s costs.

Tax Revenue Esti mate

This bill will not inpact state incone tax revenue.

BOARD POSI TI ON

Pendi ng.



